
INITIAL EXPRESS TERMS 
FOR 

PROPOSED BUILDING STANDARDS 
OF THE 

OFFICE OF STATEWIDE HEALTH PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

REGARDING PROPOSED CHANGES TO 
CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 

CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 1 

LEGEND FOR EXPRESS TERMS 
1. Existing California amendments or code language being modified are in italics when they appear in

the model code text: All such language appears in italics, modified language is underlined. 
2. New California amendments:  All such language appears underlined and in italics.
3. Repealed text:  All such language appears in strikeout.

INITIAL EXPRESS TERMS 

CHAPTER 7 
SAFETY STANDARDS FOR HEALTH FACILITIES 

ARTICLE 3 
APPROVAL OF CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS 

… 

7-124 Final construction documents. 

(a) Two copies of the final construction documents and site data reports shall be submitted to the 
Office for review.  Final construction documents shall include: architectural, mechanical, electrical, 
structural, and fire and life safety details. 

(b) Construction documents are to be completely and thoroughly checked by the responsible architect 
or engineer before submission to the Office.  Construction documents that are incomplete or incorrect will 
be returned to the applicant. 

(c) Final construction documents, and site data reports, except those items specified in Section 7-117 
(a), shall be submitted to the Office for review and shall include the following: 

1. Site data reports as previously accepted by the Office pursuant to Section 7-117 shall be included
with the construction documents.

2. Architectural plans shall include, where applicable:

A. Plot plan (architectural site plan). 

B. Floor plans. 

C. Reflected ceiling plans 

D. Roof plans 

E. Elevations and sections. 

F. Necessary details. 
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G. Schedule of finishes, doors and windows. 

H. Exit system. 

I. Fire and smoke barrier locations. 

J. Occupancy separations and indicate different occupancies. 

K. Location and identifying data on major items of moveable equipment and fixed hospital 
equipment (e.g. autoclaves, sterilizers, kitchen equipment, laboratory equipment, imaging 
and nuclear medicine equipment, cabinets and storage racks). 

L. Anchorage of all equipment items detailed. 

Exceptions: Items exempted CBC Section 1616A.1.18. 

M. Fire extinguishers. 

3. Structural plans shall include, where applicable: 

A. Plans of foundations, floors, roofs and any intermediate levels showing a complete design 
with sizes, sections and relative location of the various members and a schedule of 
beams, girders and columns.  Design soil bearing pressures and type of material shall be 
shown on foundation plans. 

B. Details of all connections, assemblies and all seismic and expansion joints. 

C. Details of structural framing systems necessary for support and seismic bracing of major 
nonstructural elements and items of major fixed building equipment and hospital 
equipment. 

 Exception: Items exempted CBC Section 1616A.1.18. 

D. Structural plans shall be accompanied by computations, stress diagrams and other 
pertinent data and shall be complete to the extent that calculations for individual structural 
members can be readily interpreted. 

4. Mechanical plans shall include, where applicable: 

A. Radiators and steam-heated equipment, such as sterilizers, autoclaves, warmers and 
steam tables. 

B. Heating and steam mains, including branches with pipe sizes. 

C. Pumps, tanks, boiler breaching and piping, and boiler room accessories. 

D. Air conditioning systems with refrigeration equipment, water and refrigeration piping, and 
ducts. 

E. Exhaust and supply ventilating systems showing duct sizes with steam or water 
connections and piping. 

F. Size and elevation of street sewer, house sewer, house drains, street water main and 
water services into the building. 

G. Location and size of soil, waste and vent stacks with connections to house drains, fixtures 
and equipment. 

H. Size and location of hot, cold and circulation water mains, branches and risers from the 
service entrance, and tanks. 

I. Riser diagram or other acceptable method to show all plumbing stacks with vents, water 
risers and fixture connections for multistory buildings. 

J. Medical gas and special connections. 
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K. Fire extinguishing equipment such as fixed extinguishing systems, sprinklers, and wet 

and dry standpipes. 

L. Plumbing fixtures and fixtures which require water and drain connections. 

M. Anchorage of all equipment shall be detailed. 

5. Electrical plans shall include, where applicable: 

A. Electrical service entrance equipment. 

B. Transformers and their connections, if located in the building or on the site. 

C. Main switchboard, distribution panels, lighting and appliance panels, motor control centers 
and associated equipment. 

D. Feeder size including conductors, conduit and over current protection. 

E. Lighting and appliance outlets, receptacles, switches and circuitry. 

F. Telephone layout. 

G. Nurse call systems. 

H. Fire alarm systems. 

I. Emergency electrical system including generators and transfer switches, when required. 

J. Switchboard and panel schedules with tabulated loads. 

K. Single-line diagram(s). 

L. Anchorage of all equipment shall be detailed. 

Exception: Items exempted CBC Section 1616A.1.18. 

6. Architectural, structural, mechanical and electrical specifications which fully describe, except 
where fully indicated and described on the plans, the materials, workmanship and the kind, sizes, 
capacities, finishes and other characteristics of all materials, products, articles and devices. 

7. Additions to, or alterations and repairs of, existing structures which include: 

A. Types of activities within the existing buildings, including distribution. 

B. Type of construction of existing buildings and number of stories. 

C. Plans and details showing attachment of new construction to existing structural, 
mechanical and electrical systems. 

8. A title block or strip on each sheet of the construction document plans shall include the following: 

A. Name and address of the architect or engineer. 

B. Name and address of the project. 

C. Number and/or letter of each sheet. 

D. Date of preparation of each sheet and the date of revision(s), if any. 

E. The scale of each plan or detail. 

9. The north point of reference and the location or reference dimensions of the building, with respect 
to the site boundaries and property lines, shown on all plot plans and on all floor plans where 
applicable. 
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7-125. Final review of construction documents. 

… 
  
7-131. Incremental design, bidding and construction. 

… 
(b) Increments shall be limited to complete phases of construction, such as demolition, site work and 

utilities, foundations and basement walls, structural framing, architectural work, mechanical work, 
electrical work, etc.  A master plan identifying the work to be completed in each increment, an estimated 
cost for each increment, and a chart showing the proposed coordination of the design, bidding and 
construction schedules, state and local plan review times, and estimated completion and occupancy of the 
project shall be submitted with the first increment. 

… 
 

7-133. Fees. 

(a) Plan review and field observation.  The fee for plan review and field observation shall be based on 
the estimated cost of construction as specified below… 

1.    The fee for hospital buildings is 1.64 percent… 

2.    The fee for skilled nursing and intermediate care facilities, as defined… 

3.    The minimum filing fee shall be $250.00, except for Amended Construction Documents with 
cost reductions or no cost, which shall be $500.000.  This filing fee is nonrefundable. 

... 
 

(e) Incremental projects.  The fee for incremental projects pursuant to Section 7-131 is 70 percent of the 
fee, based upon the estimated construction cost of the entire facility each increment, as calculated in 
accordance with Section 7-133 (a), and shall be due upon the submission of the construction documents of 
the first each construction increment.  The balance of the fee, 30 percent based upon the estimated 
construction cost of the entire facility as calculated in accordance with Section 7-133 (a), shall be due upon 
permitting of the initial increment.  The final fee shall be based upon the determination of the final actual 
construction cost of all increments in accordance with Section 7-133 (a). 
… 

(k) Seismic assessment.  The Office shall charge actual costs for the seismic assessment of a hospital 
building upon written request to the Office by the governing board or authority of any hospital, pursuant to 
Section 129835 of the Health and Safety Code. Seismic assessments include reviewing any 
reports/analyses/testing to assess change in the SPC or NPC seismic performance category of a hospital 
building including but not limited to any review for assessment to SPC-4D. The total cost paid for these 
services shall be nonrefundable. 

… 

(p) Alternate Method of Compliance.  The fee for an Alternate Method of Compliance/Protection (AMC) 
application is $250.00.  The Office shall charge actual costs for for review of AMCs involving examination of 
the condition of any hospital building, including but not limited to California Building Standards Code 
equivalency.  The total cost paid for those services shall be nonrefundable. 

(q) Amended Construction Documents.  The fee for submittal and review of Amended Construction 
Documents (ACDs) associated with a change in scope as defined in Section 7-153 (d) shall be as defined in 
this sub-section.  The application fee is $250.00, additionally, the Office shall charge actual costs associated 
with such ACDs including examination and review costs.  The total costs paid for those services shall be 
nonrefundable. 

… 
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ARTICLE 4 

CONSTRUCTION 
 
…  

7-141. Administration of construction. 

(a) The administration of the work of construction, including the testing, inspection and observation 
program, shall be under the responsible charge of an architect or structural engineer.  Where neither structural 
nor architectural elements are substantially involved, a mechanical or electrical engineer registered in the 
branch of engineering most applicable to the project may be in responsible charge of the administration of the 
work of construction. 

… 
 
 

7-144. Inspection. 

(a) The hospital governing board or authority shall provide for competent, adequate and continuous 
inspection by one or more inspectors satisfactory to the architect or structural engineer or both, in responsible 
charge of the work, or the engineer in responsible charge of the work and the Office. 

(b) When the hospital governing board or authority proposes more than one inspector for a construction 
project, a lead inspector may shall be identified to coordinate construction inspection and communication with 
the Office.  If identified, tThe lead inspector shall be certified in a class appropriate to the overall scope of the 
project. 

… 

7-149. Tests. 

(a) Pursuant to Section 7-141, the architect or engineer in responsible charge shall establish and 
administer the testing program. Where job conditions warrant, the architect or engineer may waive certain 
specified tests contingent upon the approval of the Office. The Office shall be notified as to the disposition of 
materials noted on laboratory reports. One copy of all test reports shall be forwarded to the Office by the 
testing agency. The reports shall state definitely whether the material tested complies with the approved 
contract construction documents. 

… 

7-153. Amended construction documents Changes to the Approved Work. 

(a) Changes in the work.  Work shall be executed in substantial conformance with the construction 
documents approved by the Office… 

… 

(d) Changes in scope.  At the discretion of the Office, amended construction documents that are outside 
the scope of the original project may be required to be submitted as a separate project.   

Exception: At the discretion of the Office, changes in scope such as those intended for value 
engineering of the project, may be submitted as Amended Construction Documents for review by 
examination subject to the requirements under Section 7-133 (q). 

 
 
 

Notation 
Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 1226, 1275, 18928, 18949.3, 129790, 129850 and Government Code Section 11152.5 
Reference(s):  Health & Safety Code Section 129850 
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