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PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of the Policy Intent Notice (PIN) is to clarify the information that must be 
provided to the Office regarding the impact of simultaneous emergency decontamination 
facilities on the acute care hospital.  

 

 
BACKGROUND 

 
Many health facilities are contemplating the construction or installation of mass 
decontamination facilities to be used in response to nuclear, biological, chemical, 
radiological or other hazardous materials exposure requiring the simultaneous emergency 
decontamination of large numbers of people.  At a minimum these facilities normally 
consist of showers to wash off chemical contaminants. They may include separate 
facilities for men and women and may also include facilities for non-ambulatory persons 
and the disabled. They are similar in concept to decontamination rooms that are 
sometimes seen in emergency rooms, but are intended to serve many persons in a short 
period of time. 

 
Decontamination facilities can take many forms including: 

 
• Permanent - where the components are constructed as a fixed part of the 

hospital building or as a freestanding and separate structure. 
• Semi-permanent - where fixed utilities are provided for the decontamination 

facility, but the facility itself is set up only when needed. 
• Temporary - which are collapsible and/or portable facilities freestanding from the 

building and may or may not require utilities provided from the hospital building. 
 

The decontamination facility may be permanently attached to the hospital building, 
sheltered under an overhang or detached. Utilities may originate from the hospital 
building or may be separate. 

 
Water and electricity are normally all that is required for the operation of these facilities. 
Water runoff is required to be contained when practicable and disposed of safely, and 
should be managed in accordance with community planning policies. Communications 
and data systems may also be utilized which may include a PA system for broadcasting 
messages and instructions throughout the decontamination facility.  Adequate lighting is 
also required, and if the decontamination facility is located inside a building, adequate 
ventilation is required. 
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Depending on the location and configuration of the decontamination facility, it may or may 
not be subject to OSHPD review.  If OSHPD review is required, the scope of the review 
may be limited and will be determined on a case-by-case basis. 

 
POLICY 

 
1. When decontamination facilities are located in or attached to hospital buildings, they 

shall be reviewed by the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development 
(OSHPD).  The requirements for hospital buildings found in the applicable California 
Building Standards Code (CBSC) shall apply (refer to OSHPD Code Application 
Notice 1-0, “Enforceable Codes”). 

 
2. When facilities are not located in or attached to the hospital building, it is the 

responsibility of the local jurisdiction, which may include the local building jurisdiction 
and local fire authority, to review the project with respect to the location of the 
decontamination facility and drainage of contaminated water. 

 
3. For all decontamination facility projects, the local jurisdiction shall be responsible for 

ensuring compliance with local fire, health, zoning, environmental and other 
requirements. 

 
4. When tents are utilized for temporary decontamination facilities, they must have 

local fire authority approval.  Refer to Appendix A, State Fire Marshal letter dated 
December 21, 2009. 

 
5. Permanent or semi-permanent decontamination facilities shall be constructed and 

separated from the hospital building as required in the applicable CBSC. 
 

6. When utilities for a decontamination facility are obtained from the hospital building, 
OSHPD will review the utility connections to ensure that the hospital will not incur 
any potential adverse impact.* 

 
7. When decontamination facilities are provided in mobile units, they shall be reviewed 

in accordance with OSHPD Policy Intent Notice 34, “Mobile Units Used for Hospital 
Outpatient Services.” 

 
* A drawing package is to be submitted to OSHPD for review including site 

locations of utilities documented on the architectural, fire and life safety, 
mechanical, plumbing, and electrical drawings.  Any project specific issues that 
may impact the hospital building must be addressed on the project drawings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Original signed 12/5/13 
Paul Coleman Date 
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http://oshpd.ca.gov/FDD/Regulations/CANs/2013/1-0.pdf
http://oshpd.ca.gov/FDD/Regulations/CANs/2013/1-0.pdf
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