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Registered Nurses (RN)
Registered Nurses (RN) are licensed by the California Board of Registered 
Nursing (BRN). The BRN issues certificates to eligible public health 
nurses, nurse practitioners, nurse anesthetists, nurse midwives, and 
clinical nurse specialists. The BRN also maintains a list of eligible 
psychiatric/mental health nurse specialists.  Furnishing numbers are 

also provided to eligible nurse practitioners and nurse midwives to administer drugs and/or 
devices.  As of May 2012, there are 330,943 RNs with active licenses* in California.
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Active Registered Nurses in California by County of Record

*For purposes of this Fact Sheet, RN active licenses are those licenses defined by the BRN as “clear.”
Revision 02/26/13



2

Registered Nurses (RN)

In 2010, the University of California, San Francisco Center for Health Professions conducted a 
survey of 10,000 active RNs licensed by the BRN. Although this was not a mandatory survey, 
6,274 RNs provided responses. Participant findings can be found on pages 2-3.
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Current Supply of RNs by County of Record
County Number of 

Providers
County Number of 

Providers
County Number of 

Providers

Alameda 13,931 Marin 3,654 San Mateo 8,707
Alpine 10 Mariposa 142 Santa Barbara 2,993
Amador 311 Mendocino 811 Santa Clara 15,005
Butte 2,543 Merced 1,252 Santa Cruz 2,841
Calaveras 488 Modoc 49 Shasta 2,312
Colusa 61 Mono 108 Sierra 25
Contra Costa 12,210 Monterey 3,039 Siskiyou 420
Del Norte 238 Napa 2,306 Solano 5,830
El Dorado 2,344 Nevada 1,172 Sonoma 5,402
Fresno 8,116 Orange 27,042 Stanislaus 4,388
Glenn 103 Placer 5,334 Sutter 788
Humboldt 1,483 Plumas 174 Tehama 332
Imperial 938 Riverside 18,010 Trinity 80
Inyo 193 Sacramento 13,207 Tulare 3,101
Kern 5,574 San Benito 351 Tuolumne 655
Kings 941 San Bernardino 18,053 Ventura 7,721
Lake 498 San Diego 30,835 Yolo 1,489
Lassen 226 San Francisco 7,916 Yuba 410
Los Angeles 75,413 San Joaquin 5,271 Unavailable 3
Madera 926 San Luis Obispo 3,168 Total 330,943

Source of Data: California Department of Consumer Affairs, Board of Registered Nursing, May 2012
For purposes of this Fact Sheet, RN active licenses are those licenses defined by the BRN as “clear.”

5- Year Employment Goals
58.96%

16.15%
12.08% 10.67%

2.13%

Same Hours Reduce Hours Retire Increase Hours Leave Nursing, 
Not Retiring

Source of Data: 2010 University of California, San Francisco Center for Health  Professions RN Survey
Revision 02/26/13

The survey included five different options for active RNs to identify their five-year nursing  
employment goals. The table and chart below represent the 5,200 responses. 

5- Year Employment Goals

Employment 
Goals

Total 
Responses

% of Total 
Providers

Same hours 3,066 58.96%

Reduce hours 840 16.15%

Retire 628 12.08%

Increase hours 555 10.67%

Leave nursing, 
not retiring 111 2.13%

Total Responses 5,200 100%
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The survey identified 24 different principal nurse settings. The top five principal nurse settings  
from 5,210 active RN responses can be seen in the table below.
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Gender

88.83%
Female

9.85%
Male 1.32%

No Response

The survey included two gender options which an active RN may elect. The responses from 
6,224 active RNs can be seen in the table and chart below.

Work Settings

Gender

The following data are based on the Employment Development  
Department’s Labor Market Information Division Statewide  
2008-2018 Occupational Employment Projections.

Average Annual Job Openings

New Jobs 6,080

Replacement Needs 4,130 

Total 10,210

2010 – 1st Quarter Wages

Median Hourly $40.22

Median Annual $83,653

Top Industries Which Employ This Occupation

1. General Medical and Surgical Hospitals   

2. Employment Services

3. Offices of Physicians

4. Outpatient Care Center

5. Home Health Care Services

Source of Data:  Employment Development Department-Labor Market Information Division Statewide 
2008-2018 Occupational Employment Projections, July 2010
Revision 02/26/13

As displayed in the “Average Annual Job Openings” table below, the average annual job 
openings is an estimate of jobs created, resulting from economic growth and jobs created when 
workers retire or permanently leave an occupation and need to be replaced. 

As displayed in the “2010 – 1st Quarter Wages” table below, the 2010 first quarter wages are 
the most recent wage estimates available for the 2008-2018 statewide projections. 

Gender Total 
Responses

% of Total 
Providers

Female 5,529 88.83%

Male 613 9.85%

Not Reported 82 1.32%

Total Responses 6,224 100%

Work Settings % of Total Responses
Hospital - Inpatient /Emergency Department 51%
Hospital - Ambulatory Care 7.72%
Medical Practice, Clinic, Physician Office, Surgery Center 7.60%
Other 3.26%
Home Health 3.22%
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Registered Nursing Colleges and UniversitiesRegistered Nursing Colleges and Universities

!( California State University (19)

XW University of California (3)

") Community College (78)

#* Private (31)

2012 RN Education Programs in California

The map below identifies 2012 RN education programs in California 
including Community Colleges, California State Universities, Universities of 
California, and Private colleges.  

Year Graduated 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Number of RN Degrees Awarded 9324 8926 8438 9025 9366 10517 11091 12036 13404 14693 16300
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Registered Nurses (RN)

Source of Data: California Department of Consumer Affairs, Board of Registered Nursing, April 2012
Revision 02/26/13
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Registered Nurses Education Programs in California
Community Colleges
Allan Hancock College Evergreen Valley College Napa Valley College
American River College Fresno City College Ohlone College
Antelope Valley College Gavilan College Palomar College
Bakersfield College Glendale Community College Pasadena City College
Butte College Golden West College Pierce College
Cabrillo College Grossmont College Porterville College

Cerritos College Hartnell College Reedley College at Madera Community 
College Center

Chabot College Imperial Valley College Rio Hondo College
Chaffey College Long Beach City College Riverside City College
Citrus College Los Angeles City College Sacramento City College

City College of San Francisco Los Angeles County College of Nursing & 
Allied Health Saddleback College

College of Marin Los Angeles Harbor College San Bernardino Valley College
College of San Mateo Los Angeles Southwest College San Diego City College
College of the Canyons Los Angeles Trade-Tech College San Joaquin Delta College
College of the Desert Los Angeles Valley College Santa Ana College
College of the Redwoods Los Medanos College Santa Barbara City College
College of the Sequoias Mendocino College Santa Monica College
College of the Siskiyous Merced College Santa Rosa Junior College
Contra Costa College Merritt College Shasta College
Copper Mountain College Mira Costa College Sierra College
Cuesta College Mission College Solano Community College
Cypress College Modesto Junior College Southwestern College
De Anza College Monterey Peninsula College Ventura College
East Los Angeles College Moorpark College Victor Valley College
El Camino College Mt. San Antonio College West Hills College Lemoore
El Camino College - Compton Education 
Center Mt. San Jacinto College Yuba College

University of California
University of California, Irvine University of California, Los Angeles University of California, San Francisco

California State University
California State University, Bakersfield California State University, Long Beach Humboldt State University
California State University, Channel 
Islands California State University, Los Angeles San Diego State University

California State University, Chico California State University, Northridge San Francisco State University
California State University, Dominguez 
Hills California State University, Sacramento Sonoma State University

California State University, East Bay California State University,  
San Bernardino

The Valley Foundation School of Nursing 
at San Jose State University

California State University, Fresno California State University, San Marcos
California State University, Fullerton California State University, Stanislaus

Private

American University of Health Sciences Kaplan College Unitek College

Azusa Pacific University Loma Linda University University of Phoenix at Modesto 

Biola University Mount St. Mary's College University of San Diego-Hahn School of 
Nursing and Health Sciences

California Baptist University National University University of San Francisco
Carrington College Pacific Union College West Coast University – Inland Empire
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine 
and Science Point Loma Nazarene University West Coast University – Los Angeles

Concordia University Irvine Samuel Merritt University West Coast University – Orange County
Dominican University of California San Joaquin Valley College Western Governors University
Everest College Shepherd University Western University of Health Sciences
Holy Names University Simpson University
ITT Technical Institute, Breckinridge 
School of Nursing United States University

This table shows the colleges and universities that offer RN education programs in California. The 
same information can  be seen geographically in the map on page 4.


