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EXPLORE-CP CLINICAL KNOWLEDGE BASE:  A new tool to improve quality  
from the Palo Alto Medical Foundation Research Institute 

 
The data OSHPD collects through MIRCal is provided to health services researchers for uses that 
include improving the quality of medical care.  Quick Notes will highlight some of these applications 
over the next few issues. 
 
The EXPLORE-CP (Examining Patient Level Outcomes to Reveal Excellence in Clinical Practice) 
program was developed by the Palo Alto Medical Foundation Research Institute (PAMFRI) to help 
hospitals and clinicians identify what may be best practices in clinical care.  The EXPLORE-CP tool 
provides 76 reports covering 20 specialties and is available at no cost to providers.  Each report   
contains more than 200 outcomes, including all-cause 30 day and outcome-specific readmissions to 
any California facility.   
 

 
 
The EXPLORE-CP developers hope that easy access to this growing knowledge base will engage 
providers and improve practice.  Outcome data are refreshed every six months, in step with the MIRCal 
data submissions.  As part of PAMFRI’s research endeavors and commitment to community benefit, 
this OSHPD data based service is available to all hospitals contributing to MIRCal. 
 
If your hospital or providers would like to know more about EXPLORE-CP, they can contact 
PAMFRI directly (Email: explorecp@pamfri.org; Phone: 650-853-2850). 
 

 
 
       
 

  

 
Part II:  Making Use of the Data You Send to OSHPD 

 

Every outcome measure is 
compared to a California-
wide benchmark derived 
from recent OSHPD data.  
Clinicians and hospitals 
that have statistically 
significant superior patient 
outcomes are invited to 
identify factors contributing 
to these outcomes.  Their 
observations are shared 
with the practice 
community, thereby 
encouraging the discovery 
of best practices through 
collaborative learning. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   Be Safe this Holiday 
 
In July 2012, there were 186 ED records and 22 
Inpatient records reported with an e-code 
denoting an injury as the result of fireworks. 
 

From all of us at OSHPD, 
please have a safe and 
happy 4th of July celebration!  

 

2013 CHIA Convention 
 

OSHPD representatives Tonie Trotter and 
Starla Ledbetter presented at the CHIA 
Convention & Exhibit held in Palm Desert 
in June.  Their presentation topics included 
what to look for when reviewing your Data 
Distribution Report (DDR), ICD-10 
readiness, and possible future changes to 
patient level data.  We would like to thank 
each of you for your support and for 
attending the presentation. 
 

SW11 Flag: You Spoke - We Listened! 
 
In past report periods, many facilities were 
getting a high number of SW11 flags due to 
charges per day of more than $50,000.  MIRCal 
analysts contacted their facilities to review what 
types of records were getting this flag.  It was 
determined that the edit criteria should be 
increased to charges per day of more than 
$150,000.  This change is effective with 2013 
data submissions.  In an effort to exclude 
patients with a life threatening condition, 
beginning with second half 2013 data, the edit 
will exclude records with Patient Disposition 11 
(Expired) and SOA Route – Your ER. 
 
As a result of the SW11 changes, a new S139 
edit was created to flag charges per day greater 
than $450,000 which will also be effective 
beginning with second half 2013 data. 
 
 
 

New MIRCal Message: Modification Expired 
 
It is the facility’s responsibility to ensure that the 
necessary steps are taken to correctly report 
data.  Occasionally, it is discovered that data for 
a given data element was not compliant with 
reporting requirements.  OSHPD places a 
Modification to Data Reporting Requirements 
notation on that particular data element, to alert 
researchers and data users of the incorrect data. 
   
A new Modification Expired message will appear 
on MIRCal for facilities that have a Modification 
to Data Reporting Requirements.  The message 
highlights the data category that had been in 
question, with the date of expected correction. 
This feature will be seen on the Submission 
Status screen and the Error Reports screen as 
you navigate through MIRCal. 
 
 

 
 
 
If your facility has an expired modification, verify 
that the data category in question has been 
corrected and that your facility is now meeting 
reporting guidelines.  Please contact your 
MIRCal analyst outlining the method used to 
confirm that your data has been submitted 
accurately.  OSHPD will also be mailing a letter 
of notification to the Facility Administrator when 
a Modification to Data Reporting Requirements  
has expired.  
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